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Luring  the  two-year  period  covered  in  this  report,  a  major 
undertaking  in  the  Faculty  ha,s  been  a  Study  of  Programmes  and  Plans. 

In  1972,  faculty  members  set  objectives  for  a  five-year  period.  Later 
in  the  year,  the  Budget  Committee  recommended  that  the  Faculty  submit 
a  study  which  would  include  problems  faced  by  the  Faculty  as  well  as 
plans  for  the  future.  In  assessing  the  situation  of  the  Faculty,  it 
was  agreed  that  future  programmes  and  plans  should  be  based  on  object¬ 
ives  already  developed  by  the  faculty.  These  included: 

the  extension  of  the  graduate  programme  to  include  a 
wider  variety  of  clinical  specialties; 

-  the  development  of  a  strong  unified  baccalaureate 
course,  having  a  primary  obligation  to  Grade  13 
graduates  but  with  various  points  of  entry; 

-  the  further  development  of  the  continuing  education 
programme  to  test  new  approaches  as  well  as  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  availability  and  variety  of  the  short-term 
non-credit  courses. 

Concomitant  with  these  programme  plans,  developments  more  specifically 
related  to  teaching  methods,  evaluation  and  research  were  included  in 
the  Study.  This  Study  of  Programmes  and  Plans  has  formed  the  base  for 
an  intensive  study  of  all  aspects  of  life  and  work  of  the  Faculty  which 
has  continued  throughout  this  reporting  period.  It  has  served  as  a 
focus  of  discussion  within  the  Faculty  and  between  the  Faculty  and 
administrative  officers  and  committees  of  the  University. 

The  major  problem  faced  by  the  Faculty  is  related  to  main¬ 
taining  the  academic  standards  of  the  Faculty  in  the  face  of  inadequate 
resources.  The  situation  is  particularly  critical  in  the  area  of 
staffing,  where  lack  of  funds,  coinciding  with  a  period  of  competition 
for  a  limited  supply  of  qualified  persons ,  has  produced  a  shortage  of 
staff.  The  result  is  an  excessively  heavy  teaching  load,  highly 
restrictive  in  terms  of  furthering  those  professional  and  scholarly 
interests  so  vital  to  the  life  of  the  Faculty.  Other  areas  of  concern 
relate  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  building  and  a  need  for  increased 
equipment  and  supplies. 

Enrolment  in  the  baccalaureate  programmes  remained  stable 
in  spite  of  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  the 
basic  course.  This  increase  is  particularly  noteworthy  in  relation  to 
students  having  previous  university  study  and  therefore  applying  for 
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advanced  standing.  We  find  that  an  increasing  number  of  Grade  13 
students  who  are  refused  admission,  enrol  in  diploma  programmes 
and  then  come  directly  into  the  first  year  of  the  "baccalaureate 
course  for  graduates  of  diploma  schools  of  nursing.  This  detour 
means  a  regrettable  expenditure  of  time  and  money. 

For  many  years,  the  Faculty  has  had  the  occasional  student 
with  a  first  university  degree  enrol  in  the  basic  baccalaureate 
course.  It  was  possible  to  provide  these  students  with  advanced 
standing,  usually  equivalent  to  one  year.  In  1969,  with  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  new  curriculum  which  stressed  a  closer  integration 
of  theory  and  practice  based  on  a  central  core  of  nursing  knowledge, 
it  was  no  longer  possible  to  give  advanced  standing  to  students 
with  prior  university  credit,  although  this  group  of  students  was 
seen  as  providing  potential  leaders  in  the  profession.  To  overcome 
this  difficulty,  a  new  course  was  offered  in  the. summer  of  1973  to 
a  limited  number  of  students  with  university  credit,  which  enabled 
them  to  complete  the  first  nursing  subjects  and  gain  advanced 
standing  to  second  year.  These  students  proved  an  interesting  group 
with  varied  educational  backgrounds  and  experiences.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  summer  programme  will  continue  in  the  future. 

In  1973,  for  the  first  time  students  enrolled  in  the  gra¬ 
duate  programme  either  on  a  full-time  or  part-time  basis.  This  gives 
nurses  an  opportunity  to  complete  one  year  of  the  programme  while 
fully  employed.  With  this  development,  the  Faculty  has  made  available 
a  full  range  of  educational  opportunities  in  graduate,  undergraduate 
and  continuing  education  programmes  for  nurses  with  on-going  employ¬ 
ment  commitments. 

The  Educational  Programme  for  Nurse  Practitioners  continues 
to  be  offered  in  conjunction  with  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  This  pro¬ 
gramme  has  elicited  much  discussion.  Faculty  support  the  broad  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  role  of  the  nurse  in  primary  health  care  and  in  the 
long  term  see  preparation  for  this  as  part  of  the  basic  course.  It 
is  recognized  that  the  present  special  courses  fill  an  immediate  need, 
but  that  the  specialized  technical  content,  without  a  broad  general 
knowledge  base,  may  in  the  long  run  restrict  the  mobility  of  the 
graduate.  Another  major  concern  is  the  cost  of  the  short  course. 
Without  grant  support,  the  Faculty  could  not  afford  to  continue  the 
programme . 


To  assist  in  our  long-term  planning  for  preparation  of  nurses 
to  assume  rapidly  changing  responsibilities  in  primary  health  care,  the 
Faculty  reviewed  course  content  to  distinguish  levels  which  are  appro¬ 
priate  to  baccalaureate,  master’s  and  continuing  education  programmes. 
In  the  most  recent  funding  phase  of  the  nurse  practitioner  programme, 
provision  was  made  for  a  course  to  be  offered  to  faculty  members  to 
increase  their  skills  in  physical  assessment.  This  made  it  possible 
for  two  groups  of  teaching  staff  to  have  concentrated  teaching  plus 
clinical  experience  in  the  summer  period  as  well  as  planned  on-going 
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classroom  teaching  and  experience  throughout  the  1973-197^-  academic 
year.  Continuation  of  this  faculty  preparation  is  desirable  so  that 
these  skills  can  he  incorporated  into  the  teaching  of  nursing  in  all 
programmes . 

The  need  for  active  programmes  of  continuing  education  in 
professional  faculties  recently  has  been  re-emphasized  in  reports  and 
proposed  legislation.  Since  any  such  programmes  offered  in  this 
Faculty  must  be  self-supporting,  a  major  problem  is  to  establish  a 
base  which  will  provide  continuing  financial  support.  Our  experience 
has  been  that  increasing  interest  and  demand  for  courses  is  generated 
as  the  overall  programme  becomes  known  and  recognized.  In  January 
197^ >  Professor  Dorothy  Brooks  joined  the  Faculty  as  Chairman  of  the 
Continuing  Education  Programme.  The  appointment  of  Professor  Brooks 
makes  it  possible  for  the  Faculty  to  offer  an  active  educational 
programme  which  will  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  nursing  community. 

Professor  Kathleen  Arpin  was  appointed  to  fill  the  new 
position  of  Clinical  Co-ordinator  in  the  Faculty.  Professor  Arpin, 
in  co-ordinating  the  clinical  aspects  of  the  Faculty  programmes  as 
well  as  working  closely  with  service  colleagues,  will  assist  in 
strengthening  the  integration  of  theory  and  practice  in  the  curricula 
as  well  as  adding  a  new  dimension  to  our  work  in  the  wider  community. 

In  the  past  two  years  the  Faculty  was  host  to  3  major  conferences. 
In  1973  a  Conference  on  the  Clinical  Nurse  Specialist  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  Faculties  of  Nursing  and  Medicine  and  the  School  of  Hygiene,  and 
supported  by  a  grant  from  the  Kellogg  Foundation.  Two  national  nursing 
conferences  were  held  in  197^*  In  May,  the  Third  National  Conference  on 
Research  in  Nursing  was  held  in  Toronto.  This  Conference  was  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  School  of  Nursing,  McMaster  University,  the  Faculty  of 
Nursing,  The  University  of  Western  Ontario  and  our  Faculty.  Early  in 
June,  the  Canadian  Association  of  University  Schools  of  Nursing  met  at 
this  University,  in  conjunction  with  the  Learned  Society. 

Formal  retirement  fortunately  does  not  mean  the  end  of  pro¬ 
fessional  associations.  During  the  period  under  review  two  colleagues, 
Professor  Jeannette  Watson  and  Professor  Jean  Wilson  retired  from  their 
academic  positions,  but  continued  in  new  activities  closely  associated 
with  the  Faculty.  Their  outstanding  scholarly  contributions  and  great 
personal  commitment  have  had  a  strong  influence  on  the  life  of  the 
Faculty.  Our  warmest  good  wishes  go  with  each  of  them  as  they  take 
part  in  new  activities  and  experience  new  satisfactions. 

During  this  period  the  Faculty  received  a  number  of  international 
visitors  from  Australia,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Denmark,  Taiwan,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 
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We  welcomed  new  colleagues  appointed  to  the  full-time  teaching 
staff:  Miss  J.  Graydon  (Assistant  Professor),  Miss  M,  Harrison  (Assistant 
Professor),  Mrs.  T.  Dixon  (Lecturer),  Miss  S.  Galloway  (Lecturer), 

Mrs.  B.  Matheson  (.Lecturer),  Mrs.  J.  Peterson  (Lecturer),  Mrs.  J.  Potton 
(Lecturer),  and  Miss  B.  Ward  (Lecturer). 
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